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Press Release 

Author says restoring fatherhood is key to saving America’s future 

For Immediate Release (Mission, TX) – According to the U.S. Census 

Bureau, 24 million children in America – one out of every three – live in 

biological father-absent homes. Children in father-absent homes are 

almost four times more likely to live in poverty than children from 

married-couple families. In his new book, Father of the Fatherless, 

author and evangelist Dave Hamer claims that fatherhood has been in a 

downward spiral since abortion became legalized. 

“Since 1973, our nation has killed over 55 million children,” says Hamer. 

“Unwanted children are conceived in selfishness and then terminated 

without any regard for the new life that was created. This rejection of 

God’s greatest gift is the total abandonment of fatherhood. Every time a 

child is aborted, it is a brazen affront to the Creator. Abortion is the 

ultimate rejection of the Fatherhood of God.” 

Half of pregnancies among American women are unintended, according 

to the Guttmacher Institute, and about four in ten of these end in 

abortion. Of the women that have abortions, 56% are unmarried and not 

cohabiting.   Hamer believes that Christians as a whole have an obligation to both help end abortion as 

well as minister to those who have gone through it. 

“It would be catastrophic to think that the God of love and justice would ignore the shedding of the blood 

of fifty-five million innocent children,” Hamer says. “Even if legalized abortion ended immediately, our 

nation’s guilt would still remain. America will reap what she has sown unless she experiences a 

miraculous intervention of God. The power to uproot this curse can only be obtained if believers of all 

denominations unite on their knees to plead for a spiritual awakening leading to national repentance.  

“But my outcry against our national atrocity should not be misunderstood as any malice toward those 

women who have had abortions,” he continues. “Just as with any other sin, Jesus was wounded for their 

transgressions and bruised for their iniquities.  They no longer need to carry the spiritual and emotional 

aftermath that terminating a pregnancy buries in a soul and entombs in a heart.” 

Raised in the Catholic tradition, Hamer entered the pastorate after being a self-described rebel and drug 

addict in his early years.  Among his friends, he was known as “OD” or “overdose.”  But in 1972, he gave 

his life to Jesus and was delivered from his addictions.  After graduating from bible school and pastoring a 

local church in New York state, he met his wife, Carolyn.  The two began an evangelistic ministry, 

traveling to over 200 churches per year, ministering to all sizes of congregations of various 

denominations. In addition to writing and preaching, Hamer and his wife are also sought-after 

professional chefs and are currently building a country inn in western New York where they hope to 

combine their talents to host retreats for pastors and church leaders from around the globe.  In addition to 

releasing Father of the Fatherless, Hamer has also released a new book entitled His Cruel Cross My 

Mercy Tree. For more information, visit www.Riverspring.org. 
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Q&A with author/evangelist Dave Hamer 

 

Talk about your background in ministry. 

Although I had been raised in a Catholic home, I was a godless rebel until I was converted to Jesus at age 

23. Almost immediately, I sensed God’s call upon my life and enrolled in bible school to study the 

scriptures and prepare for ministry. After bible school, I was privileged to pastor a non-denominational 

church in western New York where we experienced a beautiful outpouring of the Holy Spirit. A few years 

later, I began traveling as an evangelist and met my wife, Carolyn. For many years we traveled together, 

ministering in churches across America speaking nearly 200 times annually. We often assisted pastors in 

establishing or strengthening corporate prayer ministries to support the vision of their local churches. 

We also traveled overseas ministering in churches throughout the United Kingdom, as well as teaching 

at church leadership conferences in Africa. Although we have been traveling together in ministry for 

nearly thirty years, most recently I have been devoting more time to writing and prayer. Two books will 

be released in 2015 with two more projected for publication in 2016.  

Talk about your new book FATHER OF THE FATHERLESS.  

Father of the Fatherless presents the evidence that all of the evil pervading 

our culture can be traced back to one source…rejection of the fatherhood of 

God. Because we have forsaken our Christian heritage, American civilization is 

in a spiritual freefall, plummeting into fatherless chaos. As the greatest nation 

in the history of the world faces implosion under the weight of its own 

wickedness, there is but one hope for a real recovery…an American spiritual 

awakening. Nothing but God’s people uniting in prayer can halt the death 

spiral of a civilization collapsing in a revolt against the Ruler of the Nations. 

Christians are heartbroken over the godlessness flooding our culture. They 

lament the plight of a fatherless generation and mourn the massacre of an 

unborn generation. But that remorse has not enabled the church to reverse 

the downward trajectory of a once godly nation. Secular culture has sculpted modern Christianity into 

its own image and likeness and chiseled the altars of united prayer from the heart and soul of God’s 

church. While many in the church world are politicizing, debating and protesting the condition of 

America’s godless culture, this book offers the scriptural alternative by confronting the real problem --

the prayerlessness in God’s house that allowed it—and the prayerlessness that continues to tolerate it. 

Why do you believe abortion could be our nation's downfall?  

Abortion on demand is society’s attempt to abolish fatherhood by rejecting God’s design for life. No 

nation truly under God would be capable of the mass murder of its own children. America’s problems 

are not just political, cultural, economic or judicial. They are spiritual, and rooted in our nation’s attempt 

to abolish God from our society. America has a self-inflicted fatal disease that only divine mercy can 

heal. All sin, even national sin, has only one remedy. That remedy is repentance. It would be 

catastrophic to think that the God of love and justice would ignore the shedding of the blood of fifty-five 

million innocent children. Even if legalized abortion ended immediately, our nation’s guilt would still 

remain. America will reap what she has sown unless she experiences a miraculous intervention of God. 



The power to uproot this curse can only be obtained if believers unite on their knees to plead for a 

spiritual awakening leading to national repentance. Changing our politicians, our judges and our laws 

will never wash away our crimes against humanity.  

How do you believe God will judge America?  

The judgment of America is already occurring but it can get worse…much worse. Sin has consequences. 

Our society is imploding under the weight of its own godlessness. The real question that needs to be 

answered is this: Will this generation of God’s church become His house of prayer for all nations as Jesus 

declared it was ordained to be?  Apart from God’s intervention, our country will continue to deteriorate 

no matter what human remedy we choose to use as a treatment. No mortal has a cure for a nation 

rebelling against God. But, as believers we must not give up hope and surrender America’s future! At the 

end of our futile trust in human solutions, prayer can apprehend the miraculous power of God. The 

church can have a powerful impact and reverse the trajectory if believers unite to seek God for a 

spiritual awakening.  

On a personal level, what do you say to young women who have had abortions? 

God’s love for you was revealed when He bore your sins and died in your place at Calvary. You no longer 

need to carry the spiritual and emotional aftermath that terminating a pregnancy buries in a soul and 

entombs in a heart. My outcry against our national atrocity should not be misunderstood as any malice 

toward you. The furthest thing from my heart is to stab you with condemnation, batter you with 

contempt, or hurt you in any way. Far from it! Because of His unconditional love for you, Jesus was 

wounded for your transgressions and bruised for your iniquities. He was condemned to die and pierced 

on a bloody cross to purchase your soul’s salvation. If your heart still bears the guilt of abortion, humble 

yourself in repentance and cry out to God for mercy until He softly speaks words of forgiveness to your 

scarred heart. Surrender your life to Jesus. Linger in remorse at the foot of the cross until godly sorrow 

leads you to the joy of redeeming grace. Then the Holy Spirit will gently whisper to you that all is well 

with your soul. That you would find the Father’s redemptive love is my 

sincere hope and one prayer for you. 

What inspired your book HIS CRUEL CROSS MY MERCY TREE? 

His Cruel Cross, My Mercy Tree is a call back to the crucial truths of the 

Savior’s sacrifice. Jesus Christ was crucified to save sinners. From many 

prominent platforms, redemptive truth is no longer primary even though 

the message of Christ’s cross is the power of God unto salvation. Because 

the essential truths of the death, burial and resurrection of the Savior are 

being marginalized, I was compelled to write this book. His Cruel Cross, 

My Mercy Tree confronts popular doctrines that circumvent the heart of 

God’s gospel. This book portrays the message of Jesus Christ crucified 

clearly and unapologetically just as it is revealed in the Scriptures. The 

eyes of readers will be turned to the cross to behold God’s grace in the 

sufferings that Jesus bore in their behalf. The wounds that led to His death 

are the wounds that lead us to His life.  



Less people are attending weekly church services than in the previous generation. How do you believe 

we can stop the decline? 

Although all Christians would like to see an increase in church attendance, what we really need is more 

lives transformed through the gospel. Many are employing strategies of church growth to swell 

membership rolls and boost attendance. Telling people what they want to hear is an excellent strategy 

for those who define success only by numbers.  People can be attracted to fill seats in auditoriums even 

though their souls might be empty of the one thing that ultimately matters. Real growth in the Christian 

faith requires continual encounters with God.  

The Father’s heart is weeping over broken humanity in this fatherless generation. How many lost souls 

could be reached if God’s children were instructed to live a life overflowing with God? The results would 

be revolutionary in declining churches. As individuals, we cannot change the entire world. But, if we 

allowed the Holy Spirit to fill us, empower us, and lead us, we could change the entire world of each 

person we brought to eternal life in Christ. Healthy Christians reproduce. More disturbing than the 

decline in church attendance is the spiritual decline in the lives of modern believers. Addressing the 

decline of authentic spirituality in the daily lives of believers would not only increase attendance for 

Sunday morning worship, it would rescue many lost souls who are perishing without Christ in America’s 

post-Christian culture. 

What are your future plans in addition to speaking and writing?  

Carolyn and I have been entrusted with two gifts to serve others…a gospel ministry and the gift of 

hospitality. Through the years we have been privileged to serve as a team at some of the most 

prestigious sporting and destination lodges in the country, where we provided world class cuisine and 

service to discriminating patrons. Carolyn and I are bringing together our gifts of ministry and hospitality 

at a beautiful country inn and spa that we are purchasing in western New York. River Spring Lodge and 

Spa will not only offer exceptional lodging, spa treatments and dining to individuals and businesses, but 

we will establish a ministry team there and host events for pastors, their spouses and church leaders. 

We will offer onsite fly fishing for trout along with steelhead fishing trips and pheasant hunting in 

season. Both corporate and church groups will be able to reserve the entire facility for team building, 

entertaining clients or hosting meetings. River Spring Lodge and Spa is scheduled to open this October.  
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Dave Hamer Biography 

Dave Hamer is all about feeding people.  As a sought-after professional chef, 

Dave has worked at some of the most prestigious lodges in the country, 

meeting and serving celebrities and VIPs from all over the globe.  And as an 

evangelist and pastor, Dave feels his calling is very similar – to feed hungry 

souls with the living bread of God’s Word. 

Although Dave was raised in a Catholic home, he describes himself as being “a 

godless rebel in the late 1960s.” Among his friends Dave was known as “OD”…as in overdose. But in 1972, Dave 

surrendered his life to the Lord and was immediately delivered from drug addiction. The path of his life was 

radically altered forever. 

Sensing a divine vocation, Dave enrolled at Pinecrest Bible Training Center in Salisbury Center, New York. Then he 

entered the pastorate and later, while speaking at a church in Wisconsin, he met his future wife, Carolyn. Carolyn 

had also been raised Catholic, even entering the convent following high school. A few years later, Carolyn 

discovered the Catholic Charismatic movement, and served on the leadership team in a prayer group where 

Catholics and Protestants from many denominations met together to experience life empowered by the Holy 

Spirit.  After they married, Dave and Carolyn traveled to churches large and small across America, speaking nearly 

200 times annually. Through the years, Dave and Carolyn have had the privilege of serving diverse denominational 

and independent churches around the world. 

Dave has authored two new books, releasing this year.  His Cruel Cross, My Mercy Tree magnifies the redemptive 

work of Jesus at Calvary as it confronts pop doctrines that Dave says are ignoring or diminishing the significance of 

the Savior’s sacrifice. 

“Atonement through the shed blood of Jesus Christ is the preeminent theme of Scripture,” says Dave. “Its scarlet 

threads are intricately woven throughout the tapestry of the sacred biblical text. The cross of Jesus is like the 

spine of a Bible. Calvary is the perfect binding that holds every leaf of God’s book together. Jesus is the golden 

gilding gracing every page. Like veins that carry life-giving blood to the body, the silver veins of redemptive truth 

carry the treasure of God’s life to the soul. A bloodless gospel is lifeless. Personal motivation is not Calvary’s 

revelation.” 

In his second book, Father of the Fatherless, Dave addresses the church in America prophetically when he declares: 

“American civilization is collapsing under the weight of its own wickedness. There is but one hope for a 

recovery…an American spiritual awakening in this fatherless generation.” 

“When fatherhood is abolished, souls plummet into chaos and society soon follows,” says Dave. “There is no 

power on earth capable of halting the descent. Politically-correct speech offers no cure. It feeds the cancer by 

celebrating the decline into depravity. There is no hope of change in the political arena. Politics are powerless to 

rescue lost souls ensnared in a rebellion against God. The recovery America needs will never come through the 

White House. No president has the executive power capable of halting the death spiral of a godless nation. That 

power is reserved for the praying saints in God’s house.” 

Today, the Hamers make their home in Mission, Texas, but still travel extensively across the nation, speaking at 

churches, prayer group gatherings, leadership conferences and pro-life events.   

Visit www.Riverspring.org for more information. 
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Endorsements 
“Father of the Fatherless was written with a pen that was certainly dipped in the well of inspiration and 

anointing. I highly recommend this book as a worthy addition to every Christian’s library. - Dr. David Minor Sr., 

Gospel Tabernacle, Coudersport, PA 

“His Cruel Cross My Mercy Tree was written with scriptural insight and deep reverence for what Calvary 

accomplished. There are many gems of redeeming grace to be mined from these pages.”- Pastor Robert Smith, 

New Hope Ministries, Batavia, New York 

“I was inspired by your book; it is plain-spoken truth, page after page.” - Marlene McCurley, Book Reviews, 

mwords.net, Bellevue, WA 

“I have found few moorings in life like the sound friendship and ministry of Dave Hamer. Observing the symmetry 

of his talk and his walk refreshes the soul.”- Pastor Karl Vanderhoof, Life Spring Community Church, 

Worcester, MA, Founder of Project Nourish, Haiti 

“Few understand the enormous cost of the crucifixion of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. My friend, Dave Hamer, does a 

masterful job of explaining the various stages of the shedding of the blood and how its redemptive power has 

made available not only forgiveness for our sins, but physical, mental, and emotional healing, freedom, and 

deliverance from all bondage, and above all, an authentic, abundant life.”-Steve Sampson, Author and 

conference speaker, Birmingham, Alabama 

“Once again, Dave Hamer has challenged me to deeper fervency in my own core values.”- Richard Hilton, 

Founding Pastor, Calvary Church, Johnson City, Tennessee 

“Your book is powerful and convicting, and I am trusting it will be greatly used of God.” - Inger Logelin, Senior 

Editor, Redemption Press Enumclaw, WA, 

“Eloquently and powerfully written, His Cruel Cross, My Mercy Tree is full of life-transforming truths that will 

nourish many hungry hearts.”-Larry K. Nelson, PhD, President, Agape Global Missions, Inc., Kingsport, TN 

“In a new age of Christian self-help books peddling spiritual fast food to indulge our microwave mentality, it is 

refreshing to partake of this life-giving bread served by my friend, Dave Hamer.”- Pastor John F. Crane, 

Evangelistic Center Church, Kansas City, Missouri  

“Dave Hamer’s new book, His Cruel Cross; My Mercy Tree, His Death, My Life at Calvary is not for the squeamish. 

Those who wish to float along, having their ears tickled by feel-good pastors, and oblivious to the reality of our 

ruined condition short of God’s redemptive grace, need not crack this one open. The Author pulls no punches on 

the topics of people-centered evangelism and humanistic philosophies, but emphasizes the necessity of a 

complete transformation by taking on the nature of Christ. In true Jeremiah fashion, His Cruel Cross is the light 

bulb that should be switching on over the head of every Christian.” - Marlene McCurley, Writer/Editor 

Mwords.net, Bellevue, WA  

”It is seldom that you come across thoughts so convicting, so unsettling, that ignoring them is impossible. That’s 

how it is with Dave Hamer’s Father of the Fatherless. Central to this impassioned plea for America to return to 

God is a prophetic poem born out of a divine encounter. In compelling language, and with a clear-eyed view on 

where we are as a nation, Hamer deals with the spiritual judgment resulting from our national shame of fifty-

five million aborted babies. This is not a pointing-of-the-finger harangue, but a wooing back to our first love, to 

genuine repentance, and to prayer for forgiveness. Hamer’s writing is tempered with compassion for our 

fatherless generation that comes through as an expression of the loving Father heart of God.” - Inger Logelin, 

Writer/Senior Editor Redemption Press, Enumclaw, WA 


