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The Tales of Taz: A Book Series
By SHANNON PERRY

Platform

Author/speaker/singer/radio host Shannon Perry currently averages approximately 75 personal appearances per year at both women’s conferences and concerts giving her a built-in audience.  She hosts the television show “Grace in High Heels” now airing into 23 million homes on the NRB Network. Her first book, Grace in High Heels: Real-life reflections of humor, hope and healing (Carpenter’s Son Publishing), has been featured in Guideposts magazine (8 million readers) and featured in the fall Munce catalog as well as media outlets across the country. She had successful in-store appearances at Lifeway Christian Store locations in Houston, Texas where one store sold-out of her books completely and another store said Shannon sold as many books as Karen Kingsbury.  Shannon is a regular contributor for both Crosswalk.com (24 million page views per month) and Believe.com as well as in magazines and ezines such as Charisma magazine, Christian Voice magazine, Christian Women of Today, Everyday Christian, etc. Shannon has performed for major venues such as the Houston Symphony, Carnegie Hall and for the Houston Texans NFL home game.  Shannon hosts a two-minute radio feature entitled “Does the Shoe Fit?” which is broadcasting on numerous radio stations across the country.  
Promo Pitch

“The Tales of Taz” is a book series geared to children aged Kindergarten through 3rd grade.  Because of Shannon’s voice-over abilities (she already has a “Taz voice”), the series would also lend itself to an animated video series, an audio storybook or even a TV show. Shannon can give voice to all the characters in the book (we have a fun video with Shannon giving voice to the animals).  Because of Shannon’s established platform that puts her in front of thousands of moms and grandmothers, she has the capability of promoting and selling almost any type of product that would appeal to parents.  Additionally, Shannon’s experience as an educator and school counselor for over 14 years gives her unique knowledge of the needs of the targeted age group. 
Credentials

Shannon holds a Master’s Degree in Education with an emphasis in counseling.  She is a Certified Instructor in Parenting Classes and Crisis Counseling.
Genre

Children’s storybook series starring Taz, the Bichon Frise’, and his animal friends.  
Scriptural Foundation

Book 1: Bullying- "I call upon the name of the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies." Psalm 18:3
Book 2: Friendship-“A friend loves at all times.”  Proverbs 17:17

Book 3: Self- Esteem-“But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature because I have rejected him.  For the Lord sees not as man sees.  For man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart."  I Samuel 16:7

Book 4: Loss- "God is our refuge and strength.   A very present help in times of trouble." Psalm 46:1
Audience

The target audience for "The Tales of Taz" will be children in Kindergarten through third grade.  While children younger and older may understand the concepts of Bullying, Friendship, Self-Esteem and Loss, "The Tales of Taz" will be written in such a way to reach this specific age group.  This author believes that children need to begin laying the foundational truths about each of these topics in their lives as early as four, but that "The Tales of Taz" will best be used with children beginning at age five.
Professional Memberships

National Religious Broadcasters, Advanced Writers and Speakers Association

Promotion

·In addition to promoting the book via Shannon’s website, we will set up a separate website for Taz.  Kids will be able to interact with Taz, share photos of their pets, play games, etc.

·Taz stickers, bookmarks, stuffed toys, etc. will be used for cross-promotion, giveaways, prizes, etc.

·Taz will have a Facebook page & separate Twitter account as well as other social networking tools.

·Monthly Newsletter goes out to over 7500 Shannon Perry subscribers.
·Social Network Affiliations for Shannon:


Facebook, Twitter, Shout Life, MySpace, Reverbnation, MyBlab 
·Website and Internet Marketing.
·Teaching and Speaking at Women’s Events, approximately 50-75 per year.
·Teaching and Speaking at Teen Events.
·Concerts.
·Attending Writer’s Conferences.
·Attending ICRS.
·Willing to Travel for Promotional Purposes.
·National Publicity Firm hired for national broadcast/print/internet PR campaign. 
·Television networks have shown interest in a TV show featuring Shannon in early 2012.
Market Comparison

VeggieTales, Adventures in Odyssey  
The Tales of Taz
Book Series Proposal

I. Overview

After earning my Masters Degree in Education, I worked as a school teacher and a school counselor for fourteen years before entering full-time ministry.  I taught first grade for three years, fifth grade for five, and counseled children ranging in ages from four to thirteen for the remaining six years of my educational career.

Throughout my years as an Elementary school teacher and counselor, many issues came to my attention. There was one, however, that seemed to impact the children greatly--the effects of bullying.  Bullies had impacted my life when I was younger, so I could empathize on many levels with the children who were taunted and scorned by their peers.   

As a result of the many wounded little hearts that entered my office, I decided that something must be done to bring attention to the subject of bullying in our school.  But awareness of bullying was not my only goal.  My goal was to equip every child in our school with tools that they could use to face a bully head-on.  As a result, I became one of the first Elementary School counselors to teach a curriculum dealing with bullies in the 5A school system in which I worked.  Other counselors expressed interest in the program and, as a result, bullying was addressed as a major problem and many children were given tools to approach the issue in healthy ways.

Low self-esteem was another on-going concern.  Issues with family, divorce, rejection, abuse and even perceived threats of abandonment seemed to contribute to many of the children's issues of low self-esteem.  As a result, I used every legal resource to help children see themselves the way God sees them.  
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Many children isolated themselves and were unable to make friends.  Those who tried too hard were often put into time out for their inappropriate remarks or outbursts and, as a consequence, were isolated from those they most longed to be around.  On the other extreme were those who felt so poorly about themselves, they chose to be isolated.  As a result, the topic of healthy friendships became a focus.  Children needed to know that they were not alone, and that if they treated others with love and respect, they would be more prepared to engage in healthy friendships.

I also observed the children, at very young ages, dealing with difficult losses-- deaths of parents, the loss of their homes after parents decided to separate, the loss of grandparents who were caretakers and the loss of friends for various reasons.  Even as an adult, the issues listed above can be challenging.  Bullies still hurt my feelings, I still struggle with self-esteem on a bad day, friendships can still be complicated and loss is still painful.  The difference?  As adults, we have tools to deal with these areas because someone gave them to us.  Someone who was safe, kind and full of courage helped me realize that I have a toolbox I can use when issues arise in any of these areas.  That's why children need the same.  Enter, Taz.

During the time I was teaching and counseling, I was given a newborn Bichon Frise' as a Christmas gift.   He was cute, loving and fun.   I raised Taz from the time he was six weeks old, and Taz is still my precious companion.  He sits in the office every day as I talk with ministry leaders around the country.  He has a vocabulary that amazes many, a personality that amuse all who meet him and a face that no one can say “no” to.  Taz is a fine connoisseur of pizza and ice cream, full of life, and a beautiful example of unconditional love.

When I took Taz to school with me one day, I realized the immediate connection  Taz had with kids.  They loved him and he certainly seemed to feel the same.   His soft, gentle, teddy-bear face seemed to make children feel safe with him and, in turn, gave them an outlet to give and receive love. Many children around the globe are looking for a “Taz” in their lives.  They need someone who understands their pain and is a safe comforter.  

II. About the Book Series

In the book series “The Tales of Taz,” Taz will discuss the four topics mentioned above: bullying, self-esteem, friendship, and loss.  Taz realizes that although he may be little on the outside, he is big on the inside, and consequently, can teach children who may feel “small” how important they are as he focuses on what God's Word says about them.

The subjects of bullying, friendships, self esteem and loss will all be addressed from a biblical perspective, using animated characters so that children feel safe as they learn the true life lesson in each story.

Why is there a need for this book?

Children are dealing with the issues of bullying, friendships, self-esteem and loss more than ever before.  Due to technological advances and information made prevalent by the media, our children are coping with issues that are seriously damaging to their healthy emotional development.  Since economically challenging times are facing most families, children are often left alone more and parents do not take the time to sit and explain the fundamental truths of God's Word regarding each of these subjects.  Children need to be children, and they need to have the opportunity to develop in a healthy way.  "The Tales of Taz" will provide children and parents an opportunity to bond as they discuss the critical truths that are much needed for every child's emotional toolbox.  "The Tales of Taz" will also provide the children of busy parents the opportunity to store God's truth in their hearts as they bond with Taz and his friends.

Children also need the opportunity to laugh and experience humor and fun in things that are wholesome, filled with truth and applicable to everyday life.  Taz and his friends display a sense of humor that will make children laugh as they grasp the truths of God's Word in each story.  

As a teacher, there were far too many times I read a book to my kids only to watch them become antsy because it was not funny, sleepy because it was not interesting, or distracted because it was not engaging.  "The Tales of Taz" will invite children to engage with Taz as he teaches truths throughout the story.  As Taz and his friends interact, the children will have the opportunity to speak as they hold a "Taz tail" in their hands.   Included with the book will be white "tails" resembling Taz's tail.  The younger students will be given a "tail" when it is their turn to answer a question Taz asks in the book.  The older children may use these tails to pass in discussion groups if used in a Sunday School or classroom settings as they discuss issues in a smaller setting.  The idea of a "Taz" stuffed animal is also an option to the "Taz tail." 

The main need for this book is to teach the children that the Bible is absolute truth.  Taz will use scripture so that children will not only have tools for their emotional development, but tools for their spiritual development.

III. About the Author

Growing up, I was blessed to attend a private school where many of the fundamentals of God's Word were given to me on a daily basis.  After my teaching career in the public school system began, I quickly realized that many children were not receiving Biblical truths from home.  I believe every child should have the opportunity to receive the fundamental truths of what the One who made them says about them.  That is why I believe "The Tales of Taz" could not only be offered to Christians, but could be marketed to all parents seeking wholesome guidance and fun stories for their kids.  When children see Taz on the cover of a book, they will naturally want to open it.  As they open it, they will be so taken by the illustrations, friends of Taz and truths of "The Tales of Taz," that Taz will reach children with the truth of God’s word who might otherwise never receive it.
Official Author Bio-Long

Shannon Perry is a national recording artist, keynote speaker, TV host, and author whose new “If the Shoe Fits” women’s conferences combine her teaching and writing prowess with her musical talent.  Her first book, Grace in High Heels: Real-life reflections of humor, hope and healing, was released in May 2011. In September of this year, Shannon made multiple successful in-store appearances in Houston, Texas at Lifeway Christian Stores.  Shannon hosts the television show “Grace in High Heels” on the NRB Network and hosts the 2-minute syndicated radio show, “Does the Shoe Fit?”
Shannon has shared stages with authors such as Karen Kingsbury, DiAnn Mills and Jan Silvious of Women of Faith conferences.  She is a contributing writer for one of the most visited Christian websites in the world, Crosswalk.com, as well as Believe.com and has been featured in Charisma magazine, Christian Voice magazine, Guideposts magazine, Beliefnet.com, Next Step magazine, Christian Women of Today magazine, among many others.  Shannon is also a member of Advanced Writers and Speakers Association and National Religious Broadcasters.

Shannon’s new music CD entitled The Real Thing, co-written and produced with Lifeway’s Songwriter of the Year Paul Marino, features songs specifically written for the topic of “If the Shoe Fits.”  Shannon wrote the bulk of the conference in hospital waiting rooms while her husband was undergoing cancer treatment.
Shannon earned her Master’s Degree in Education with an emphasis in counseling and taught in the public school system for over fourteen years before entering into full-time ministry.  As a singer, she has previously-released projects with both Daywind and Benson Records and has garnered radio airplay on the national Christian charts.  Shannon has performed with the Houston Symphony and had the distinct privilege of appearing at Carnegie Hall as well as singing for 70,000 fans at a Houston Texans NFL home game.  

Shannon lives in Houston with her husband David.  Her only son, Sean, recently graduated from the United States Air Force Academy and is serving our nation as a pilot.
For more information, visit www.ShannonPerry.com.
Official Author Bio-Short  

Shannon Perry is a National Recording Artist, Keynote Speaker and Writer whose new If The Shoe Fits women's conferences combine her teaching and writing prowess with her musical talent.  Shannon’s first book, Grace in High Heels: Real-life reflections of humor, hope and healing, released in May 2011 via Swanson Distribution.  Shannon's new music CD entitled The Real Thing, co-written with Lifeway Christian Resources’ writer and producer Paul Marino, features songs specifically written for the topics of the conference. 

Shannon hosts the TV show “Grace in High Heels” which airs on the NRB Network. She  is a contributing and featured writer for Crosswalk.com, one of the most visited Christian websites in the world.  She is a member of Advanced Writers and Speakers Association and hosts her own radio show called “Does the Shoe Fit?” which is syndicated on various radio stations throughout the country. Shannon and her husband live in Houston, Texas.  Visit www.ShannonPerry.com. 
